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LETTER 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 

Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
Sir: 



Subsequent to the filing of the above-identified application on June 27, 2005, attached 
hereto is an English translation of the International Preliminary Examination Report (Form 
PCT/IPEA/409) that should be made of record in the present application. 

If necessary, the Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, concurrent, and future 
replies, to charge payment or to credit any overpayment to Deposit Account No. 02-2448 for any 




Birch, Stewart, Kolasch & Birch, LLP 



CG/kmr 



Application No.: 10/540,877 



Docket No.: 0020-53 89PUS1 



additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17; particularly, extension 



of time fees. 



Dated: February 10, 2006 



Respectfully submitted, 




Charles Gorenstein / \ 
Registration No.: 29,2<7l) 
BIRCH, STEWART, KOLASCH & BIRCH, LLP 
81 10 Gatehouse Road 
Suite 100 East 
P.O. Box 747 

Falls Church, Virginia 22040-0747 
(703) 205-8000 
Attorney for Applicant 
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CG/kmr 



PATENT COOPERATION TREATY 

PCT 



PCT/JP2003/016418 

IllIOlIllIIII 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 

(Chapter II of the Patent Cooperation Treaty) 



Applicant's or agent's file reference 

664094 
International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/01 64 18 



(PCT Article 36 and Rule 70) 
FOR FURTHER ACTION See Form PCT/IPEA/416 



International filing date (day/monlli/year) 
22 December 2003 (22.12.2003) 



Internationa I Patent .Classification (IPC) or national classification and IPC 
G06F 3/00, 13/00, 17/30, H04M 1/00 



Priority date (dqy/montfi/year) 
26 December 2002 (26.12.2002) 



Applicant 



SHARP KABUSHIKI KAISHA 



2. 
3. 



This REPORT consists of a total of 4 sheets, including this cover sheet 

Thisreport is also accompanied by ANNEXES, comprising: 

(sent to the applicant and to the International Bureau) a total of _8 sheets, as follows: 



□ 



'" " " , "'«™'*>"«< *™» «W « total of (indicate type and nutnbor of .lactone cartas)) 



4. 



This report contains indications relating to the following items: 



Box No. I 
Box No. II 
IX] Box No. m 
Box No. IV 
CK] Box No. V 

Box No. VI 
Box No. VII 



Basis of the report 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

- or industrial ^inan^ 

Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 



.."V.1IUMUHU, Up^llWUalUIl 

LJbox No. Vm Certain observations on the international application 



Date of submission of the demand 

14 June 2004 (14.06.2004) 



Name and mailing address of the IPEA/JP 



Date of completion of this report 

15 March 2005 (15.03.2005) 



Authorized officer 



Facsimile No. 

Form PCT/IPEA/409 (cover sheet) (January 2004) 



Telephone No. 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



Box No. I Basis of the report 



International application No. 

PCT/JP2003/016418 



I L ISiS^^SSS^' 1 lS baSCd ° n h * e Ia "^ which it was filed, unless 



□ 



This report is based on translations from the original-language into the following language 
which is language of a translation furnished for the purpose of language 

□ international search (under Rules 12.3 and 23 1(b)) 

□ 

publication of the international application (under Rule 12.4) 
[j| international preliminary examination (under Rules 55.2 and/or 553) 



international application as originally filed/furnished 
the description: 

pages * — : as originally filed/furnished 

. — received by this Authority on 22 December 2004 (22. 12 ?004) 

pages* - - - * — ■ — 



the claims: 

pages 

pages* 



pages 4 
pages 4 



the drawings: 

pages 

pages* 

pages* 



1,7,8 



received by this Authority on 



3-6,9,10 



— , , as originally filed/furnished 

» 35 amended (together with any statement) under Article 19 

_ received by this Authority on 22 December 2004 (22.12.2004) 
_ received by this Authority on ~ 



1/9-9/9 



m received by this Authority on 
_ received by this Authority on 



_, as originally filed/furnished 



□ a sequence listing and/or any related table(s) - see Supplemental Box Relating to Sequence Listing. 



The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 

the description, pages 

the claims, Nos. _ 2 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specify): 

any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): 



4 ' ™lT~ h 2? h T cst t blished ^ / (some of) the amendments annexed to this report and listed below had not been 
! Se 70 2(c)) y ^ bCen C ° nS,dered t0 g ° bey ° nd diSd0SUre 85 **■ - j « «■ Box 

the description, pages 

I | the claims, Nos. 



□ 

the drawings, sheets/figs 

□ 

the sequence listing (specifi): 

[]] any table(s) related to sequence listing (specify): . 



* If item 4 applies, some or all of those sheets may be marked "superseded " 
Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. I) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 

PCT/JP03/16418 



Box No. Ill Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 



The questions whether the claimed invention appears to be novel, to involve an inventive step (to be non obvious), or to be industrially 
applicable have not been examined in respect of: 

the entire international application. 

claims Nos. 5 



because: 



□ the said international application, or the said claims Nos. 



relate to the following subject matter which does not require an international preliminary examination (specify): 



□ 



the description, claims or drawings (indicate particular elements below) or said claims Nos. 
are so unclear that no meaningful opinion could be formed (specify): 



□ 



the claims, or said claims Nos. 

by the description that no meaningful opinion could be formed. 

no international search report has been established for said claims Nos. 



. are so inadequately supported 



the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing does not comply with the standard provided for in Annex C of the 
Administrative Instructions in that 

the written form has not been furnished 

I I does not comply with the standard 
the computer readable form j^] has not been furnished 

[~| does not comply with the standard 

the tables related to the nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence listing, if in computer readable form only, do not comply with 
the technical requirements provided for in Annex C-bis of the Administrative Instructions. 

I I see Supplemental Box for further details. 



Form PCT/IPEA/409 (Box No. Ill) (January 2004) 



INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 



Box No. V Reasoned statement under Article 35(2) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 


1 . Statement 

Novelty (N) 




1.3.4.6-10 


YES 




flnimc 




NO 


Inventive step (IS) 


Claims 


1.3.4.6-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 


Industrial applicability (IA) 


Claims 


1.3.4. 6-10 


YES 




Claims 




NO 











2. Citations and explanations (Rule 70.7) 

Document 1: JP, 1 1-15876 A (NEC Corp.), 22 January, 1999 (22.01.99), foil text, all drawings (Family: none) 
Document 2: JP, 2001-14321, A (Toshiba Corp.), 19 January, 2001 (19.01.01), foil text, all drawings (Family: 

Document 3: JP, 2002-24223, A (Toshiba Corp.), 25 January, 2002 (25.01.02), paragraph [0073] (Family: 

Document 4: JP, 2000-330909, A (J-CAST, Inc.), 30 November, 2000 (30.11.00), paragraphs r0022]-[0027] 
(Family: none) J 1 J 

Claims 1, 3, 4 and 6-10 

The subject matters of claims 1, 3, 4 and 6-10 appear to involve an inventive step in view of documents 
-4 cited m the ISR. 

None of the documents describes that when the generic concept of the present status information agrees 
with the generic concept of the status information stored in a status operation storing means as a result of 
searching by a generic concept searching means, the operation procedure executed by an operation procedure 
executing means is adapted to the currently prevailing status. This constitution is not considered to be obvious 
to a person skilled m the art either. 



Form PCT/ IPEA/409 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



